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Success story of Spanner wood cogeneration plants 

moves to Japan 

Spanner opens sales and service company in Tokyo 

Neufahrn / NB, 01.09.2014: The global success story of the Spanner wood cogen-

eration plant continues: After the strong growth in Europe Spanner has now 

opened Spanner KK, a daughter company, in central Tokyo to conduct sales of the 

popular plants in Japan and in Asia. The operations have started on September 

18th, 2014, and will perform optimum service and support throughout the country 

and develop specific solutions from Tokyo.  

Spanner cogeneration plants produce heat and power from natural wood chips. 

The main advantages of this highly efficient, decentralized power and heat genera-

tor are ultimate energy efficiency, optimum use of renewable local resources and 

major cost advantages from using and selling the plant’s power and heat products.  

Japan with its vast, untapped woodlands is a very attractive market for wood co-

generation plants. The fact that they produce power and heat in a very environ-

mentally, CO2 neutral way is a strong benefit in a country which is still reeling in the 

wake of the Fukushima catastrophe. As utility monopolies are becoming deregu-

lated, decentralized power generation is on the rise as a key factor for enabling 

disaster resilient, sustainable cities and communities.  

“We see enormous potential for our wood cogeneration plants in Japan, and we 

are proud that we have a solution to offer that will make the country more inde-

pendent of nuclear power”, says Thomas Bleul, Managing Director at Spanner. 

“After Canada, Japan is another extremely important market outside of Europe for 

us, and an important strategic step towards Spanner becoming a global operation. 

The new Spanner daughter company Spanner KK will be headed by Dr. Oskar 

Bartenstein. He joins the company from Ecolifelab, where he had supervised engi-

neering and certification for Spanner woodgas cogeneration plant deployment 

since March 2012. Dr. Bartenstein holds a Dr. Eng. in Information from the Univer-

sity of Tokyo and brings over 30 years of professional commercial and public mar-

ket experience in Japan and over 15 years renewables expertise to Spanner. 

 



Press Release 

"Japan is spending incredible amounts of money in maintaining and safeguarding 

fossil and nuclear energy. Cogeneration uses primary resources in a very efficient, 

environmentally responsible way. Wood is just much too precious to just burn it. 

The easy availability of wood all across Japan makes it the perfect energy source 

for providing disaster resilience in a country with harsh climatic and seismic condi-

tions. Using this renewable energy resource honors Japan’s rich natural heritage 

and makes it independent of fossil and nuclear energy. We are proud to be part of 

that future", says Oskar Bartenstein and projects: “Our growth rates in Japan will 

outpace those in Europe.” 

The Spanner wood cogeneration plant is available in three power models: 20 

kWel/48 kWth, 30 kWel/80 kWth, and 45 kWel/115 kWth. Several hundred Span-

ner wood cogeneration plants worldwide produce power and heat for agricultural, 

forestry, hotel & restaurant and local heat network applications. 

 

About Spanner Re2 

Spanner Re2 GmbH is the leading producer of small, decentralized CHP plants for 

solid biomass. Spanner HOLZ-KRAFT cogeneration plants pro-duce heat and 

power at the same time from wood chips. They are the first successful serial prod-

uct and have proven their value in many years of op-eration in a broad variety of 

applications. Spanner wood cogeneration plants are used in agriculture and forest-

ry applications, hotels and catering, and in local heating networks. Their excellent 

energy efficiency, their use of re-gional renewable resources, and the attractive 

feed-in remuneration are the plant’s main advantages. Spanner Re2 has long ex-

perience and expertise in the production of biomass heating systems and is audit-

ed systems supplier for Bosch/Buderus. Spanner Re2 is a fast growing company 

with more than 100 employees and part of Spanner group. 

 

About Spanner group 

Founded in 1951, Otto Spanner GmbH is a metal working family business supply-

ing partners in the automotive industry, e.g. BMW and Porsche. Over the past few 

years the Company has successfully expanded into growth markets like renewable 

energies and electronics. Spanner group today con-sists of four individual compa-

nies employing a total of over 360 people. 
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